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YEAR 1 PROGRESS REPORT

Information Centre of the Independent Women’s Forum
Petrozavodsk city

LAST 6 MONTHS – July 1st – December 31st, 2009
1. What challenges have been encountered and how has this affected planned outputs over the last 6 months (as per the Annual Work Plan)? 

Realization of the project in Russia has some challenges, ICIWF, the project partner, is placed in Moscow, and the project must be implemented in the Petrozavodsk city the capital of Kareliya Republic. 

Project take off at a time, 

when the local authority election were passed, new mayor of the city was elected and new employees was invited to work at the Petrozavodsk city authority

After election a few members of Advisory Board (AB) left Board.

The city authority and Internal Affairs Directorate project partners were changed

The deputy Head of Petrozavodsk city Administration, chair of City Committee concerning housing and communal services Nadezhda Kurbatova AB member was shifted on the deputy Head of Trade, catering and consumer services Department.
The Head of Internal Affairs Directorate of Petrozavodsk city Dmitry Burakov left their position for another Russian region.
Street survey questionnaire forms posted from Petrozavodsk didn’t reach Delhi in time.

The street survey held in Petrozavodsk was the first one of such kind in Russia. 
Russian people are not used to answering personal questions in the street and to strangers, that is: questions in the street survey forms are not typical for public discussions. It seemed to be difficult to involve the respondents into the problem under study as the talks were short and casual for them.

Climate conditions create challenges and problems. Petrozavodsk is in the North of Europe, in early spring, late autumn and winter it is rather cold and dark time here. But there’s nearly no dark time in Petrozavodsk in May-July (we are having so called ‘white nights.
All papers on the project are in English
Office space and accommodation has been a problem due to increase of activities and personnel. Out put not affected but working comfort has been stressed.
2. What solutions have been identified? 
New members of the AB were invited
ICIWF and Petrozavodsk team built partnership with new Head of Petrozavodsk city Internal Affairs Directorate.
All GIC project papers were translated into Russian and shared for Petrozavodsk team.
Every day e-mail and sometimes skype communications were provided during the project.

All 500 street forms were scanned for Delhi office by ICIWF.

3. In light of the above, please outline any necessary change in overall approach or strategy. (¼page). 
Having no similar experience ICIWF and Petrozavodsk team couldn't propose changes for the better at the stage of preliminary preparations for FGD and Street survey. Having performed the Street survey and FGD we saw it would be appropriate to reformulate some questions to make them more intelligible for local residents

4. What outputs were achieved during the last 6 months that were not expected as part of the original Annual Work Plan (positive and/or negative)? 

It should be stated that though both the pilot and the street survey in general demonstrate low women's concern about problem of sexual harassment and other sexual violence in Petrozavodsk, participants of the focus groups discussions were more open and spoke out willingly about problems and pointed out many unsafety places in Petrozavodsk and shared the anecdotes about accidents in different sites of the city. On this base Petrozavodsk team could prepare mapping.
As questionnaire forms didn’t reach Delhi in time, more than two month of delay because of mail bad work, scanned forms were got Delhi office only at the beginning of December. 
It is possible to name unexpected positive result inclusion of the teacher of university in the Advisory Board members and student participation in the Safety audit walk and their reaction to the received results
LAST 12 MONTHS – January 1st – December 31st, 2009

5. Please reflect on the contribution that the project has made thus far to the implementation of national laws, policies and action plans (½ page).

As it was marked in Policy review, for today in Russia there is no legislation, no policy and the Action plan on advancement of status of women and also of VAW. The lack of relevant federal level legislation to protect violence victims does not stimulate referrals to government and non-government authorities for protection. From 2002 to 2005 there was the last National Action Plan for the advancement of women.
But we hope the project activity, participants of FGD, WSA, AB members militia and city authority can promote and create new city plan for increasing safety.
6. Please refer back to the Project Document and describe the progress that has been made towards the development of local/national capacity during the reporting period, including the relevant actors and what has changed, and how this is contributing to advancing implementation of national and/or local law (s), policy (ies) and action plan (s). (¼ page) 

However work under the project and results of the spent work can stimulate carrying out of meetings, discussions of the results, and we hope to generate the corresponding policy and the plan at city level.

ICIWF is planning to participate at the Women’s city council meeting and share the project activities results in February and also to sign the Agreement with city Administration and develop the Plan of common activities, for example: during the WSA it was stated that the issues were linked to different types of location, eg. bad lighting in Golikovka area was mentioned for the territory of the river bank while Kalinin Street was considered to be well lighted. We will insist on raising attention if city administration departments on such the city problems, as lightening, bus stop, public transportation schedule, bad accomplishment and others which must promote increasing city safety. 
7. Please describe progress achieved during the reporting period in relation to the steps outlined in the Project Document to ensure the project’s sustainability. (¼ page) 
The first Advisory Board were included basically employees of the city administration, the Department of Internal Affairs of the city and the Republic Kareliya Ministry of Internal Affairs. AB meeting were spent regularly in the office of deputy Head of Petrozavodsk city Administration, Nadezhda Kurbatova and all members of AB know about all planned work on the project. More Sergey Popov, senior staff of Transport and Communication Department of City Committee concerning housing and communal services is participating in the focus of group discussions with drivers and conductors, and Nadezhda Kurbatova took part in the street survey (10 forms) and in Safety audit walk. Tatyana Garibashvili, chief of the Information and Public Relations unit of the Ministry of Internal Affairs on Republic Kareliya is a member of AB.

In May 2009 the meeting with employees of city militia on which has been shared the city data on crimes against women and were discussed the project activity. 

Constant meetings and coordination were spent with Vladimir Garmashov, AB member, chief of Public Safety Militia of the Internal Affairs Directorate Petrozavodsk city and well actively working AB also provided stability of the project.

Regular skype conferences with WICI, Petrozavodsk team, e-mail exchanges, discussion ensured project sustainability. 
8. If collaboration and partnerships with other entities are part of project implementation, please provide details on success and/or the challenges experience during the reporting period. 

It is necessary to notice, that participation of the Focus group discussions members of Drivers Association, drivers of trolleybus, shuttle, taxi, conductors, officers from the Trolleybus Administration and Transport and Communication Department of city authority, elderly women, young mothers, girl - students of Education Center of the Ministry of Home Affairs Karelia Republic, women from ethnic minority, national-cultural autonomies and other female public organizations has forced them not only to reflect, but also to discuss women’s safety issue, to give examples, to specify unsafety places and areas in the Petrozavodsk city. Usually women are not open for discussing private items in the public meetings and look at safety topic in gender aspect

All participants of FGD knew project approaches and strategies and were involved in the problems on nowday bases.
Girl students from the State university participated in WSA, their State university teacher are new member of the AB.
9. Have any additional, unanticipated partnerships emerged? If so, please describe how, and with whom? 
The girl students of the state university evaluated their participation in the WSA as being very useful and informative. They think it was good professional practice and also made them have a renewed look at the city problems from gender point of view. Students and their university teacher become new partner of the project.
The WSA attracted interest of passers by (both men and women) and also of sellers in the market. Those not in a hurry were willing to talk and answer the questions.

10. Have project activities succeeded in creating leverage? If so, please describe how, listing the parties involved and what implications this has for a specific project output, outcome or goal. 

All forms of the project activities, approaches and strategies succeeded in creating leverage.
E.g. the WSA participants said they knew the problems of this or that city area as they had either visited it often or lived there for a long time. At the same time it was noted that the walks were useful for they let pay attention to some details of a concrete city area. 

All the interviewees found the WSAs informative and empowering though 2 of them expressed doubt about some real actions to follow the Audit. One of them was a student who thought there were many areas of that kind in the city as those are general problems in Petrozavodsk – so why expect special attention to these ones? The city administration official participant of WSA also admitted she had some doubts as any action needs money to be invested. But she thought some smaller problems were rather resolvable. Another student and the deputy believed it was not for nothing the Audit had been done and the worked out recommendations could be considered and accepted by the city authorities.

All FGD participants gave examples for mapping.
11. Please include a/some testimony(ies) from a primary or secondary beneficiary of the project; this may be included as an Annex. This could be 2 from the Focus group discussions and 2 from the Women’s Safety Audit. 
Trolley buses and taxi drivers, conductors including women, go for work early in the morning and late come back home there is a problem of ensuring their safety at night. Company is driving them home, but not to an entrance and on a way to an entrance all can happen. The accident cases have happened, such as women were attacked, beaten to a brain concussion.

Mother with child

Very uneasy to go somewhere with a baby carriage. Trolley buses are not adapted for transportation of children's carriages,

The playground for children is unsafe too. Many constructions are dangerous to children and their arrangement too creates possibilities for getting traumas. It is not considered that mums with small children here walk. Here the child got craniocerebera trauma, He has been seriously injured till now.

Girl can be attacked by man in evening time
Please use this section to highlight any preliminary good practice, lessons learnt or innovation relating to the Implementation of National Policies, Laws and Action Plans on EVAW according to the guiding principles of the UN Trust Fund.

12. Good Practice (if any identified during the reporting period) (1/2 page) 

All used methods we can name as good practices.

The street survey has its value as the first one of such kind in Russia. It brings experience and understanding of the problem.

13. Lessons Learnt (if any identified during the reporting period) (1/2 page) 
It should be stated that though both the pilot and the street survey in general demonstrate low women's concern about problem of sexual harassment and other sexual violence in Petrozavodsk it nevertheless shows somewhat peculiar attitude of women in Russia to these items rather than real absence of them. Nearly all women in Russia have experienced it (touching, staring or whistling, in transport or in the beach) but mostly they don’t consider it being attitude of that kind. Women either take it indulgently or accept it as sort of men’s attention. 

Usually women do not consider some men’s conduct to implement sexual harassment,

WSA notes was believed to be the most successful method.
Climate conditions have to be taken into consideration. Petrozavodsk is in the North of Europe and November - December is a rather cold time here. That influences not only the technique used during the WSA but also the situation in general. Eg. groups of teen-agers mentioned at FG discussions and in Street Survey did not appear here as they don’t stay outside in cold weather. Neither it’s ‘the season’ of ‘flashers’ or people of the kind who mostly appear in spring or in autumn. Of course there’s nearly no dark time in Petrozavodsk in May-July (we are having so called ‘white nights’), but in early spring and late autumn it is not that cold and evenings are dark. At the same time ‘white nights’ have some peculiarities, too.  

It might be interesting to walk one and the same route not only in different time of the day but in different seasons as well to have a fuller picture of it:
14. Innovation (if any identified during the reporting period) (1/2 page)


Everybody, especially students, marked non-standard and very important for women and innovative the project goals - a city, safe for women. The girl students never reflected before on it, and during audit have learnt to notice pluses and minuses of city area, to state the point of view and to offer ways of the decision of a problem.

WSA notes was believed to be the most successful and innovative method.
15. Please list (and attach) material to support the content of this report. it can include a brief description of project activities and their supporting materials such as event and workshop reports, surveys, questionnaires, etc.  
Five  Focus group discussions with different women’s group and in different places and one meeting with the local police man and  militiawomen were provided.
For the survey there were chosen 2 city sites areas – Golikovka and Kukkovka – with 9 and 10 places correspondingly. Those were markets and stores, bus stops, streets with public buildings nearby (a school, a college, a university, a polyclinic, a bank, a post office, a cinema). 500 interviews were completed, 250 in each area. 
The safety audit walk has been conducted in Petrozavodsk on December, 10, 11th and 12 2009. Taking into account the results of focus groups discussions and street survey, the following places in the Petrozavodsk city were marked as dangerous for women and children:

a) Green zone in city centre, so-called "hole", and a coastal zone of the river Lososinka in site Gollikovka where there are "flashing" men, especially during the spring; 

b) Final stop of public transport in Sudostroitelnaya str. in site Kluchevaya;

c) Insufficiently lighted residential areas.

Results of focus groups discussions, street survey and plan of realization for safety audit walk were discussed at Advisory board meeting on 18th of November, and at a meeting with female local communities on 16th of November, and the 6 routes of the safety audit walk at midday and 3 roots after dark have been defined:

In site Golikovka:

River Lososinki quay - from Kalinin str. to Meretskova str. and Kalinin str. including "Hole" and the Gollikovsky market;

In site Kukkovka:

Rovio str. - from Parfyonov's str. to the Komsomol Avenue, including trolley bus stops and residential area - the block between Lyzhnaya str., Baltic, Rovio and Parfyonov.

In site Kluchevaya:

Sudostroitelnaya str., including trolley bus stops and the market in the Nojbrandenburgsky str. from Kluchevaya str. to Antonova str.

The three most important issues identified for the areas were as follows:

Golikovka

· The bank of the Losossinka River is in a neglected condition and is not good to have a rest there (‘good’ place for ‘flashers’ and marginal people)

· Bad lighting

· Not all crossings in Kalinin Street obtain traffic-lights and necessary signs

Kukkovka

· Bad lighting in the yards

· Bad roads and pavements

· No information about transport routs and schedule at the bus stops

Klyuchevaya 

· Bad condition of the terminal site

· Many closed stalls in the market which brings some darkness and empty spaces

· Street dogs

On December, 22nd following the results of the Safety audit walk of the finishing seminar-discussion was held. Heads of groups have made reports on the results of Safety audit walk, the slide presentation about audit has been shown, participants of the audit have exchanged opinions, have made proposals for development of recommendations for city authority and militia of public safety. Everybody, especially students, marked non-standard and very important for women the project goals - a city, safe for women. The girl students never reflected before on it, and during audit have learnt to notice pluses and minuses of city area, to state the point of view and to offer ways of the decision of a problem.

Проведено 4 заседания Консультативных совета.

16. Please list any local or international events (conferences, media events, etc.) where this initiative was promoted or discussed. If applicable, attach a copy of press clippings. 
Karelia Radio-broadcasting on the GIC project implementation

Petrozavodsk-city, 2009


On May, 18th – with the R.Musienko's participation, including the Skype-conference conversation, Introduction for the GIC project, first material, in general about the project and participants, about creation of the Advisory council, etc. - a morning information channel,


On August, 21st - interview to E.Bozhkova (fragment) - a morning information channel


On August, 21st - full interview to E.Bozhkova - the program «Northern measurement»


On September, 2nd - interview to V.Hevsurishvili (fragment) about Focus group discussions - a morning information channel,


On September, 2nd - full interview to V.Hevsurishvili about Focus groups - the program «Northern measurement»


On September, 21st - with Sohail Husain and Kalpana Viswanath participation (short) - a morning information channel,


On September, 21st - with Sohail Husain and Kalpana Viswanath participation (full) - the program of "14 minutes»


On October, 7th - a modular material under the project with use of the previous records - the program «Northern measurement»


On December, 11th - a material about the project approaches and forthcoming Safety Audit Walk  with R.Musienko's participation - a morning information channel,


On December, 11th - the expanded material about project and forthcoming Safety Audit Walk  with R.Musienko's participation - the program «Northern measurement»

PAGE  
10

